





The Possibility of the Impossible: 
Emancipatory Potential of the Uprisings in Slovenia
Abstract
The text reflects on the emancipatory potential of the uprisings in Slovenia (2012–2013). 
These are understood as a local manifestation of the global phenomenon, recently seen 
all over the world. Drawing on Badiou’s understanding of the universal the uprisings in 
Slovenia are understood as a singular impulse of the universal struggle of the oppressed, or, 
with Rancière, “the not-counted”. In times that Badiou describes as “capitalo-parliamen-
tarism”, this impulse opens up basic political questions: issues of common life, justice, and 
equality. I focus of the specific group of rebels who, with their demands, slogans, and activi-
ties, radicalized the entire process of rebellion, pushing it into the direction of true politics 
of equality, and opened up spaces of real political subjectivation, due to its understanding 
and practice of politics as a singular demand for the universal validity of its statements.
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and	 still	 take	 place	 in	many	 other	 countries	
















subtracted	 from	 identitarian	 predicates;	 although	 obviously	 it	 proceeds	 via	











I	 shall	 therefore	 focus	on	 the	not	 particularly	 frequent,	 yet	 invaluable	mo-





destination.	 It	makes	visible	what	had	no	business	being	 seen,	 and	makes	heard	a	discourse	
where	once	there	was	only	place	for	noise;	it	makes	understood	as	discourse	what	was	once	only	
heard	as	noise”	(ibid.:	29).
















people,	 the	 elites	 first	 created	 a	 “crisis”,	 and	 then	used	 it	 as	 an	 “objective	
circumstance”	 that	 justified	 further	 exploitation	 (austerity	measures,	 buck-

















































autonomous,	 antifascist,	 anarchist,	 worker,	
migrant,	 and	 social	 collectives,	 initiatives,	
and	 spaces.	 In	 October	 2011,	 Slovenia	 saw	




day	 (on	 all	 five	 continents).	The	manifesta-
tion	was	the	people’s	reaction	to	the	increas-
ingly	brutal	violence	of	financial	capitalism,	
an	 issue	 that	 triggered	 further	 inquiries	 into	











The	 newly	 established	 #15o	 (2011–2012)	
movement’s	several	months	of	camping	out-
side	of	the	Ljubljana	stock	market	may	there-
fore	 be	 considered	 as	 “a	 rehearsal”	 for	 the	






one	 conviction:	 anarchism	 as	 theory	 and	 as	
a	 movement	 has,	 for	 centuries,	 strived	 for	
just,	 egalitarian,	 solidarity	 driven	 society	
and	 “today,	 anarchism	 is	 not	 only	 the	most	














tions	 and	problems.	All	 of	 the	 abovementioned	 initiatives	 shared	 a	 critical	



















































































tive	 Exists	 /	 Alternativa	 Obstaja,	 Anarchist	
Initiative	 Ljubljana	 /	 Anarhistična	 pobuda	
Ljubljana	 –	APL,	Autonomous	 Group	 Net-
tles	 /	 Avtonomna	 skupina	 Koprive,	 Rijeka	
Anarchist	Network	 /	Mreža	anarhista	Rijeka	
–	MASA,	Organized	Zasavje	Anarchist	Com-
munity	 /	 Organizirana	 skupnost	 anarhistov	
Zasavje	–	OSA,	Maribor	Comradery	of	An-
archists	 /	 Tovarišija	 anarhistov	 in	 anarhistk	
















In	 the	 context	 of	 the	 contemporary	 crisis	 or	
vulgarization	 of	 parliamentary	 representa-
tion,	 direct,	 participatory	 democracy	 is	 be-

























here,	democracy	 is	not	conceptualized	as	“the	 rule	of	 the	people”	or	as	an	
absence	of	any	kind	of	rule	“from	the	people	for	the	people”.	On	the	contrary,	
it	is	conceptualized	as	the	victory	of	the	system	of	(state	and	suprastate)	in-











nopolizing	 the	 legitimate	 use	 of	 force,	 and	 using	 structural,	 symbolic,	 ob-



































understood	 it	as	a	 series	of	 relations	between	people,	as	a	mode	of	human	
conduct;	therefore,	it	could	only	be	destroyed	by	constant	active	intervention,	

































City	 Council	 Initiative	 (Iniciativa	 mestni	
zbor)	 emerged	 in	Maribor	 at	 the	 time,	dedi-
cated	to	organizing	regular	local	and	district	
assemblies	 that	 allowed	 local	 inhabitants	 to	
become	 directly	 involved	 in	 the	 decision-
































































who	were	 not	 represented	 by	 anyone	 that	 they	were	 utopians,	 losers,	 and	
dreamers.	The	activists	responded	to	this	gesture	with	slogans,	such	as	“Let’s	
not	discriminate,	you	are	all	done	 for!”,	 “We	do	not	want	 the	parliament,	
we	will	not	give	 the	streets!”,	“If	elections	changed	anything,	 they	would	
be	banned!”,	and	with	analyses	of	the	situation.	One	of	the	initiatives	that	
emerged	 in	 the	 framework	of	 the	AKB,	was	a	series	of	 talks	 titled	Think-
ing the Impossible,	 examined	 the	 theme	 of	 anti-capitalist	 struggle	 from	 a	







tive	participation	of	 all	 present	 is	 possible	 and	encouraged.	Therefore,	 no	


































with	 regard	 to	 emancipation	 from	 the	 “tyr-
anny	 of	 the	 number”	 in	 truly	 emancipatory	
thought.	His	work	Number and Numbers	(Ba-
diou,	2008a)	meticulously	discusses	the	ques-
tion	 of	 the	 number	 as	 a	 philosophical	 term,	
namely	 providing	 an	 analysis	 of	 the	 Greek	
conception	 of	 the	 number,	 and	 an	 analysis	




ingly-subordinate	 call	 for	 an	 homogeniza-
tion	of	demands	and	entrance	into	the	sphere	
of	 governance	 that	 aims	 to	 passivize	 and	 to	





more,	 to	 create	 an	 illusion	 of	 normalization	
of	 the	 situation	and	of	 a	 fantasy	of	 the	pos-
sibility	 to	 choose	 among	 so-called	 “average	
people”,	is	a	text	published	in	Mladina,	titled	








matic	issue	of	the	Journal for the Critique of 







Non-identity/non-communitarian understanding of politics













extant society,	 acknowledging	 “their”	 rights,	 respecting	 “their”	 difference.	
Although	 this	approach	doubtlessly	has	a	major	effect	at	a	certain	point,	 it	
never	problematizes	the	antipolitical	identity	approach	to	the	issue.	Thereby,	
it	 ends	 up	maintaining	 the	 identity	minority	 aspect	 of	 these	 groups	 forev-
er,	 instead	of	doing	 the	contrary,	 i.e.	weakening	 this	 identity	ghettoization.	
This	 results	 in	 various	 “special	 programs”	 for	 “inclusion”	 of	 the	 excluded	
into	society,	which	structurally	forever	remain	in	the	minority,	marginalized,	
discriminated	position	because	of	this	very	approach.	Significantly	enough,	










































































It	 is	 characteristic	 of	 the	 Slovenian	 context	
that	 emancipatory	 activist	 movements	 long	
lived	in	the	shadow	of	the	independence	fren-
zy	and	 the	self-praise	of	civil	 society	which	
transformed	 into	 the	 contemporary	 political	
establishment,	 marked	 by	 corruption,	 nepo-
tism,	and	profiteering.
16
They	 started	 by	 remembering	 the	May	 dec-
laration	of	1989	where	 the	 signatories	–	 the	
DSP	being	the	first	among	them	–	demanded	
“a	 sovereign	state	of	 the	Slovenian	people”,	
setting	 a	 nationalist	 frame	 for	 the	 newly	
formed	 state.	 Judging	by	 the	 role	played	by	
the	DSP	in	the	process	of	Slovenia’s	path	to	
independence	(and	the	role	played	by	Yugo-
slav	 writers’	 associations	 in	 the	 process	 of	
Yugoslavia’s	 disintegration),	 it	 is	 fortunate	




































Other,	whose	 raison d’être	 is	 arranging	 singularities	 in	 space	 according	 to	
their	places	and	functions”	(ibid.).	The	demand	for	being	is	therefore	the	very	





bearable,	unacceptable	that	he	uses	force	to	respond	to	it,	is	the persistence of 






The criminalization and terror of law


























































It	 must	 be	 added	 that	 one	 of	 the	 protesters	
pulling	at	the	fence	and	recognized	by	a	po-










ally	 repressive.	The	prosecution	was	unusually	quick	 in	 issuing	 indictment	
bills	(which	were	often,	and	in	an	arbitrary	manner,	transformed	from	charges	








must	 recall	 that	 violence	 is	 an	 integral	 part	 of	 the	 antagonism	 in	 society.	
The	state	is	founded	on	violence	–	systemic,	structural,	objective.	It	requires	
violence	 to	unify	 the	variety,	multiplicity,	heterogeneity	of	voices	 into	one	
homogenous,	 citizen,	 national	 –	 imagined,	 and	 thus	 imaginary!	 –	 commu-
nity.	Systemic,	structural,	objective	violence	is	part	and	parcel	of	the	social	
conditions	of	global	capitalism	and	 is	evident	 in	 the	automatic	violent cre-





the	worth	of	 cheap	 labour	–	 as	 a	 commodity	–,	 that	 supports	 the	 creation,	
maintenance,	and	reproduction	of	global	domination,	 is	 therefore	sustained	
by	violence.	Its	use	bans	any	kind	of	conflict	that	could	threaten	the	highest	






































“In	contemporary	politics,	 referring	 to	democracy	 involves	a	 rejection	of	 radical	attempts	 to	
‘step	out’,	to	risk	a	radical	break,	to	follow	the	trend	of	self-organized	collectives	in	the	sphere	
beyond	law.”	(Žižek,	2004a:	157)
The	 concept	 of	 law	 that,	 in	 Slovenia	 as	well,	 is	 a	way	 of	 normalizing	 in-














































An inner exit out of capitalism
The	truly	emancipatory	effect	of	the	uprisings	was	co-created	by	those	upris-








between	a	 subject	without	 identity	and	a	 law	without	 support	provides	 the	
foundation	 for	 the	 possibility	 of	 a	 universal	 teaching	within	 history	 itself”	
(ibid.:	5).


























important	 than	any	other,	 this	multiplicity	has	no	characteristic	 feature,	no	
















































The possibility of the impossible
The	practice	of	the	protesters	is	not	presented	here	as	the	(only	or	best)	model	














the	 subject.	 Badiou’s	 Second Manifesto for 
Philosophy (and,	in	more	detail,	his	Logics of 
Worlds)	shifts	the	focus	from	the	conceptual	
development	 of	 generic	 multiplicities	 to	 the	




the	 uncountable”	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 Cantor’s	
teaching	 on	 the	 transfinite	 number,	 “which	














paradigm	of	 the	 social	did	not	 rely	on	capital,	profit,	 and	competition,	but	
rather	on	constant	collective	searches,	rethinking	and	redefining	the	ways	of	
organization,	decision,	and	action	 toward	 the	common	good,	 reliant	on	 the	
assumption	of	equality	of	anyone	with	everyone.
The	 emancipatory	 potential	 of	 the	 uprisings	 gave	 birth	 to	 new	 initiatives,	
groups	and	collectives,	new	alliances,	commitments,	and	collaborations.	But	






action.	 If	 emancipatory	movements,	 in	 all	 of	 their	 heterogeneity,	managed	
to	construct	a	certain	spatio-temporal	dispositive	that	would	connect	the	dis-
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emancipacijski potencijal prosvjeda u Sloveniji
Sažetak
Tekst razmatra emancipacijski potencijal prosvjeda u Sloveniji (2012.–2013.). Ti se prosvjedi 
mogu promatrati kao lokalna manifestacija globalnog fenomena, koji se često susreće diljem 
svijeta. Oslanjajući se na Badiouovo razumijevanje univerzalnog, prosvjedi u Sloveniji mogu 
se promatrati kao pojedinačni impuls univerzalne borbe potlačenih, ili, Rancièreovim riječima, 
»neubrojenih«. U vremenu koje Badiou opisuje kao »kapitalo-parlamentarizam«, ovaj impuls 
otvara temeljna politička pitanja: problem pravednosti, jednakosti i života u zajednici. U radu 
se fokusiram na posebnu skupinu pobunjenika koji su sa svojim zahtjevima, sloganima i aktiv-
nostima radikalizirali čitav proces pobune, gurajući ga u smjeru istinske politike jednakosti, te 
otvorili prostor stvarne političke subjektivacije, zahvaljujući razumijevanju i praksi politike kao 
pojedinačnog zahtjeva za univerzalnom valjanošću tvrdnji. 
Ključne	riječi
emancipacijski	potencijal,	prosvjedi	u	Sloveniji,	 emancipacijska	politika,	 radikalna	 jednakost,	mo-
gućnost	nemogućeg	
Lana	Zdravković
Die Möglichkeit des Unmöglichen: 
Das emanzipatorische Potential der Proteste in Slowenien
Zusammenfassung
Der Artikel beschreibt das emanzipatorischen Potential der Proteste in Slowenien (2012–2013). 
Diese Demonstrationen können als lokale Manifestation eines globalen, in der ganzen Welt oft 
vorkommenden Phänomens betrachtet werden. Proteste in Slowenien können, unter Badious 
Verständnis von dem Universellen, als einzelner Impuls des universellen Kampfs der Unter-
drückten, oder, in Rancières Worte „der Nichtgezählten“ angesehen werden. In der Zeit, die 
Badiou als „Kapital-Parlamentarismus“ beschreibt, öffnet dieser Impuls die grundlegenden 
politischen Fragen: Fragen der Gerechtigkeit, der Gleichheit und des Gemeinschaftslebens. 
In diesem Beitrag konzentriere ich mich auf eine bestimmte Gruppe von Rebellen, die mit ih-
ren Forderungen, Slogans und Aktivitäten den Prozess der Rebellion in Richtung der wahren 
Gleichstellungspolitik radikalisieren und den Raum der realen politischen Subjektivität öffnen, 
dank dem Verständnis und Praxis der Politik als individueller Anfrage für die universelle Gül-









La possibilité de l’impossible : 
le potentiel émancipatoire des protestations en Slovénie
Résumé
Ce texte considère le potentiel émancipatoire des protestations en Slovénie (2012-2013). Ces 
protestations peuvent être perçues comme une manifestation locale d’un phénomène global 
récemment rencontré partout dans le monde. En se penchant sur la compréhension de Badiou 
de l’universel, les protestations en Slovénie peuvent être considérées comme une impulsion 
singulière d’une lutte universelle des oppressés, ou encore, avec Rancière, comme une lutte 
de « eux qui ne comptent pas ». À l’époque où Badiou la décrit comme ce qu’il appelle le 
« capitalo-parlementarisme », cette impulsion ouvre sur des questions politiques fondamen-
tales : problèmes de la justice, de l’égalité et de la vie en communauté. Dans ce travail, je me 
concentre sur un groupe spécifique de rebelles, qui, à travers leurs exigences, leurs slogans 
et leurs activités, ont radicalisé tout le processus de rébellion le poussant dans le sens d’une 
égalité politique véritable et ouvert un réel espace pour une politique de subjectivation grâce à 
leur compréhension et à leur activité politique entendue comme demande singulière de validité 
universelle des déclarations.
Mots-clés
potentiel	émancipatoire,	protestations	en	Slovénie,	politique	émancipatoire,	égalité	radicale,	la	possi-
bilité	de	l’impossible
